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Die Grenzwissenschaften der Psychologic By Willy Hellpach. Leip- 
zig, Verlag der Durr'schen Buchhandlung, 1902. — pp. viii, 515. 

Dr. Hellpach is a physician and a former pupil of Wundt. The gen- 
eral aim of his book is to set forth the relations of psychology to the bio- 
logical sciences. He has meant to include the most important facts of 
nervous anatomy and physiology, mental pathology, and genetic psychol- 
ogy, together with a critical exposition of their chief theories. More specifi- 
cally, the volume is an attempt to acquaint medical men with psychology, 
normal and abnormal, and also to instruct pedagogists in those facts of 
biology that stand closest to the mental disciplines. 

After an introductory chapter on " The Chief Results of Modern Psy- 
chology," the Grenzwissenschaften are considered in five sections on " The 
Anatomy of the Nervous System," " Animal Physiology," " Neuropathol- 
ogy, " "Psycho-pathology," and "The Psychology of Development." 
Modern psychology is, for the author, synonymous with Wundt' s system, 
and it is to this system that Hellpach refers throughout the book. The five 
main divisions of the work are made up of short essays that deal mainly 
with the more commonplace facts and theories of anatomy, physiology, 
pathology, and mental development. The section on anatomy, e. g., con- 
tains chapters on the nerve cell, nervous morphology, brain and mind, 
and the history of the nervous system. Many of the essays are quite 
detached, or else they are united only by the author' s evident purpose to 
affect a rapprochement between psychology and her quarrelsome neighbors. 
Perspective and systematic arrangement are especially wanting in the sec- 
tions on ' ' Animal Physiology " (" The Physiology and Psychophysics of the 
Sensory Apparatus" would have been a less ambiguous title) and " Neuro- 
pathology." The best part of the book is the part devoted to mental 
diseases. The influence of Wundt, everywhere apparent, betrays itself 
here, indirectly, in the author's indebtedness to Kraepelin, whose method 
he follows somewhat closely. 

Dr. Hellpach' s book suffers both from a failure to appreciate foreign 
systems and points of view, and from an imperfect synthesis of subject- 
matter. The book lacks breadth and unity. A final chapter which should 
have picked up and interpreted the author's results would have added 
much to the value of the work. 

Since the book under discussion is intended for the use of persons who 
are not professional psychologists, it is important to note that the exposi- 
tion of specific problems is concise and straightforward. Although the 
volume is written rather in the shadow than in the light of a great system, 
it nevertheless reflects credit both upon the system and upon psychology 
at large. I. M. Bentley. 

The following books also have been received : 
Descartes, Spinoza, and the New Philosophy. By James Iverach. New 
York, Imported by Charles Scribner's Sons, 1904. — pp. xii, 245. $1.25. 



